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ESIGNERS' 
JOTTINGS 



n 

■ # The Fourth Annual General Meeting 

M ^^ f the Society of Designers was held as 
announced on Tuesday, June 27th, at Clif- 
ford's Inn, it being only two-thirds of a year since the 
previous Annual Meeting, the Society having, upon that 
occasion, decided to hold this meeting in future at the 
conclusion of the session, instead of, as heretofore, at 
the beginning of the winter. The chair was occupied by 
the President, Mr. George C. Haite, F.L.S., R.B.A., etc. 



The keenest interest was manifested in the business of 
the evening by a very large attendance of members, which 
included, in addition to London designers, many well- 
known practitioners from the great provincial manufac- 
turing centres. This is as it should be, as the Society of 
Designers has always aimed at being a national institution, 
and on the evening in question there were frequent 
expressions of the fact that it had not been, and the hope 



that it never would be, used as a means for the advance- 
ment or cultivation of any particular school or schools of 
design which might happen to be in vogue. 

The first business of the evening was the consideration 
of the Treasurer's Statement of Accounts for the 1898-9 
Session, which was laid before the meeting by Mr. Lindsay 
P. Butterfield, after having been duly examined by the 
Society's auditors and found correct. This showed the 
Society not merely solvent, but with a considerable sum 
of cash in hand ; a very satisfactory state of affairs in view 
of the smallness of the annual subscription payable by 
members, which is the Society's sole source of income. 

The report of the Council for the past session was read 
by the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Scarratt Rigby. A glance 
over this document would convince the most inveterate 
grumbler that it was impossible by any stretch of imagi- 
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The new Constitution and Bye- 
laws — at which the Society has 
been working for some considerable 
time, and which were formally 
adopted on the 27th June — while 
being in the main a more business- 
like formulation of the ' Rules ' 
upon which the Society's affairs 
have been conducted up to the 
present time, will make one or 
two important alterations. The 
most marked of these is the pro- 
vision made in the Constitution 
for the election of Fellows and 
Associates, upon whom will be 
conferred diplomas entitling them 
to use letters denoting their ac- 
knowledged position in the pro- 
fession. The Associate of the 
Society of Designers will be the 
designer who is lormally recognised 
by his fellows, in virtue of length 
of practice and standing and ability 
in his profession, as being, in every 
sense of the words, a fully-qualified 
practitioner. Fellows, whose num- 
ber is to be limited to one-tenth 
of the number of the Associates, 
will be elected by them, and, it 
follows as a matter of course, will 
be 'the pick of the profession,' the 
distinction being made by men in 
every way the most qualified to 
judge. 
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nation to*' accuse the retiring Council oi laziness. It 
showed a-' steady increase in membership, many of the 
newly-elected members being from the country, and a 
very 'busy session in the matters of meetings held and 
routine business transacted. The Society's public meetings 
had on all occasions been honoured with crowded audi- 
ences, notwithstanding two disappointments and change 
of subjects owing to the illness of the lecturers. A series 
of informal exhibitions of members' designs had been 
inaugurated, and reports of all meetings had regularly 
appeared in the columns of The Artist. A similar pro- 
gramme was sketched out for the 1 899-1 900 session — 
this dates from June 1st, 1899, to May 31st, 1900 — and 
several schemes for the future were put forward for the 
Society's consideration. 



Such a step is of the highest 
significance, and, it may be as- 
sumed, has been decided upon only 
after the most careful and anxious 
deliberation. The scheme will need 
the most skilful handling, and it rests with those selected 
to put it in operation to mark, by just and conscientious 
discrimination, free from affectation of superiority or 
suspicion of favouritism, an epoch in the history of the pro- 
fession of Design for applied art ; or, by thoughtlessness or 
indifference, to retard its progress towards its rightful place 
beside the professions of Architecture and Painting. Still 
it is a step which it has been found necessary, sooner 
or later, to take in all professional societies, and there 
is no reason to suppose that the members of the Society 
of Designers are not fully aware of its weight and alive 
to the dignity of their calling, while their impartial 
enthusiasm gives every ground for belief that their action 
will result in the attainment of the desired end. 



One of the chief items of the business of an annual 
general meeting — the election of Oificers and Council — 
resulted in the re-election of Messrs. Haite, Butterfield, and 
Scarratt Rigby to the posts of President, Hon. Treasurer 
and Hon. Secretary respectively, and eleven members of 
the retiring Council, Messrs. Adams, Foley, Gregory, 
Hamilton Jackson, Kay, Kennerley, Kerr, Mayers of 
Kidderminster, Townsend, Webb and Wyatt. Mr. 
Proverbs retires from the Vice-Presidentship in favour of 
Mr. Newman, and takes a seat on Council, the other 
members of Council for the current session being Messrs. 
Bank6, Clark, Dawson and Froggatt. The Auditors are 
Messrs. Banks and Lillie. In future years, according to 
the new ' Constitution,' members of Council will be elected 
for three years, one thirdnof their number retiring annually 
in rotation. 



Another feature of the new Constitution is the clause 
which allows for the association with the Society as 
'Student Members' of pupils articled or apprenticed to 
members of the Society. Student Members will not have 
the privilege of taking part in the Society's business, nor 
will they be called upon to pay any subscription. There 
is also under consideration a scheme for the establishment 
of a Benevolent Fund for the benefit of members who 
may be in need of temporary assistance. 



All information about the Society will be gladly afforded 
to designers on application to the Hon. Secretary of the 
Society of Designers, Clifford's Inn, London. I.B. 



The copy for revision of ' Designers^ Jottings ' miscarried 
in the post last month. Any slips that may appear in it must 
therefore be laid at the door of the Post Office. — Ed. 
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